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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A valve stem seal assembly with changeable cap, comprising: 

a retainer having an outer surface with a first gripping member; and 
| a cap made of a flexible material and having at least one break-away tab with a 

second gripping member for engaging the first gripping member on the retainer to snap-fit the 
cap on the retainer, 

wherein the cap is capable of being removed from said retainer by bending the at least 
| one breakaway tab such that the second gripping member on said cap no longer engages the 
first gripping member on said retainer. 

2. (Original) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 1, further comprising a sealing 
element bonded to the cap. 

3. (Original) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 1, wherein said retainer is made 
of a flexible material. 

4. (Original) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 3, wherein said retainer is made 
of aplastic material. 

5. (Original) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 1, wherein said cap is made of 
a plastic material. 

6. (Original) The val ve stem seal assembly according to Claim 1, wherein said sealing clement 
is made of an elastomeric material. 

7. (Currently Amended) A valve stem seal assembly, comprising: 

a retainer having an outer surface with a first gripping member; and 
| a cap made of a flexible material and having at least one break-awav tab with a 

second gripping member for engaging the first gripping member on the retainer, 

wherein said cap is capable of being snap-fit onto said retainer by moving said retainer 
relative to said cap such that the first gripping member engages said first gripping member, and 
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wherein said cap is capable of being removed from said retainer by bending the at least 
| one break-away tab such that the second gripping member on said cap no longer engages the 
first gripping member on said retainer. 

8. (Original) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 7, further comprising a sealing 
element bonded to the cap. 

9. (Original) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 7, wherein said retainer is made 
of a flexible material. 

10. (Original) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 9, wherein said retainer is made 
of a plastic material. 

1 1. (Original) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 7, wherein said cap is made of 
aplastic material. 

12. (Original) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 7 7 wherein said 
sealing element is made of an elastomeric material 

13. (New) A valve stem seal assembly with changeable cap, comprising: 

a retainer having an outer surface with at least one first rib extending outward 
from the outer surface; and 

a cap made of a flexible material and having at least one break-away tab with at 
lease one second rib extending inward of the cap for engaging the first rib on the retainer to 
snap-fit the cap on the retainer, 

wherein the cap is capable of being removed from said retainer by bending the at least 
one break-away tab such that the second rib on said cap no longer engages the first rib on said 
retainer. 

14. (New) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 13, further comprising a sealing 
element bonded to the cap. 
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15. (New) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 13, wherein said retainer is made of 
a flexible material. 

16. (New) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 15, wherein said retainer is made 
of a plastic material. 

17. (New) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 13, wherein said cap is made of 
a plastic material. 

18. (New) The valve stem seal assembly according to Claim 13, wherein said sealing element 
is made of an elastomeric material* 



4 



PAGE 6/15 * RCVD AT 1/31/2005 4:26:36 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/4 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:248 594 0610 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-14 



